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Come, and let us return unto the Lord; for He hath torn, and He will heal way «© 
He hath ſmitten, and he will bind us up. Hoſea vi. 1. 
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S ER MO N, 


Jonan iii. 9. 
Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn 
away from his fierce anger, that wwe periſh not? 


H OW great is the power of God, over the 
hearts of man! Nineveh was the capital of a 
powerful empire. The inhabitants were heathens. 
The many prophets who, during a long ſeries of 
years, had ſpoken in the name of the Lord to his 
profeſſed people of Judah and Iſrael, had ſpoken 
almoſt in vain. The meſſengers were often mock- 
ed, and their meſſage deſpiſed. The inhabitants of 
Nineveh, it is probable, had never ſeen a true pro- 
phet till Jonah was ſent to them. If they had rea- 
ſoned on his prediction, they might have thought 
it very improbable, that a great city, the head of a 
great kingdom, and in a time of peace, could be in 
danger of an overthrow, within forty days. But it 
is faid, they believed God *. The awful denunciation, 
made a general, a univerſal impreſſion. The king 
aroſe from his throne, laid aſide his robes, cover- 
ed himſelf with ſackcloth, and fat in aſhes. A 
ſudden ceſſation, of buſineſs and of pleaſure, took 
place; he proclaimed a ſtrict faſt, the rigour of 
which was extended even to the. cattle. His ſub- 
jects readily complied, and unanimouſly concurred 
in crying for mercy. Though they had no encou- 
ragement but a perad venture, who can tell if God 
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will turn and repent, and turn from the flercenefs 
of his anger, that we periſh not? 

It appears from this, and other paſſages of 
ſcripture, that the moſt expreſs declarations of God's 
diſpleaſure againft ſinners, ftill afford ground and 
room far repentance. Thus in the prophecy of 
Ezekiel, when I ſay unto the wicked, thou ſhalt 
ſurely die“; if he turn from his fin, and do that 
which is lawful and right, he ſhall ſurely live, he 
ſhall -not die. And, again, in the prophecy of 
Jeremiah t, at what inſtant I ſhall ſpeak concern - 
ing a nation, and concerning a kingdom to deſtroy 
it; if that nation againſt whom I have pronounced, 
turn from their evil, I will repent of the evil that 
I thought to do unto them. The Lord God 
ſpeaks to us by his word, in plain and popular 
language, He condeſcends to our feeble appre- 
henfions. God cannot repent , he is of one 
mind, who can turn him? Yet when afflictive 
providences lead men to a ſenſe of their fins, to an 
acknowledgment of their demerits, and excite a 
ſpirit of humiliation, repentance and prayer, he 
ofren mercifully changes his diſpenſations, and 


_ averts from them, the impending evil. Such was 


the effect of Jonah's meſſage to the Ninevites. 
The people humbled themſe ves, and repented of 
their wickedneſs; and God ſuſpended the execution 
0 the ſentence, which he had pronounced againſt 

em. | 

My brethren, may we not fear, that the men of 
Nineveh will rife up in judgment & againſt us, and 
condemn us, if we do not imitate their example, 
and humble ourſelves before God? They re- 


pented at the preaching of Jonah, and immediately, 


* Exckicl 'zxxti. 14, tc. _ + Jeremiah xvuil. 17, 18. 


} Numb, xxiii. 19. Job, xiv. 13. $ Matt, xii. 41. 
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dh their firſt hearing him: and they ſought for 
mercy upon a peradventure, when they could fay 
no more, than, Who can tell, whether there may be 
the leaſt room to hope for it, after what the Pens 
has ſo ſolemnly declared? 

God does not ſpeak to us, by the audible voice 
of an inſpired prophet, nor is it neceſſary. We 
know, or may know from his written word, that, it 
{ſhall be well with the righteous “, and ill with the 
wicked. The appearance © of an angel from Heaven, 
could add nothing to. the certainty of the declara- 


tions he has already put into our hands. He has 


likewiſe raiſed up, and perpetuated a ſucceſſion of 
his miniſters, to enforce the warnings he has given 
us in the Scripture; to remind us of our fins, and 
the ſure and dreadful conſequences, if we perſiſt in 
them. Nor are we lcft at an uncertainty as to the 
event, if we humbly confeſs them, and implore for- 
giveneſs, in the way which he has preſcribed, The 
Goſpel, the glorious Goſpel of the bleſſed God, is 
preached unto us. Jeſus Chriſt as crucified f is ſet 
forth amongſt us. His blood cleanſeth from all 


fin; and they who believe in him are freed from 


condemnation, and completely juſtified. They have 
alſo free acceſs to a throne of grace, and like Iſrael 
they have power . by prayer, to prevail with God 


and with man. And ſhall it be faid of any of us, 


that the Lord gave us ſpace to repent, and invited 
us to repentance, an and we $ repented not ? May his 


mercy forbid it ! | 
He now ſpeaks to us by his Providence. His 


Judgments are abroad in the earth; and it behoves 


us to learn righteouſneſs lf, His band is lifted up, 


* Ta. iii. 10,11, + Gal. uit. 1. 1 John i. 7. Rom. viii. 1. 
Acts xiit. 39. 1 Gen. xxxii. 28. $ Rev. ui. 21. 


| Iſa. xxvi. 9. 11. 
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and if any are ſo careleſs, or obſtinate, that they 
will not ſee, yet, ſooner or later, they muſt, they 


ſhall ſee. The great God has a controverſy with | 


the potſherds of the earth. The point to be de- 
cided between him, and many abroad, and, I fear, 
too many at home, is, whether he be the governor 
of the earth, or not? His own people, to whom 
his name and glory are dear, will hold all inferior 
concernments in ſubordination to this. If there be 
no other alternative, miſery and havock muſt ſpread, 
men muſt periſh by millions, yea the frame of na- 
ture muſt be diſſolved, rather than God be diſho- 
noured and defied with impunity. But he will 
ſurely plead and gain his own cauſe, and either in 


a way of judgment or of mercy all men ſhall know 


that he is the Lord. I believe there is no expreſ- 
ſion in the old teſtament ſo frequently repeated as 
this, Ye, or they ſhall know that I am the Lord! 
Hath he ſaid it, and ſhall he not make it good“? 
The rivers of human blood, and all the calami- 
ties and horrors which overſpread a great part of 


the Continent, the diſtant report of which, is ſuffi- 


cient to make our ears tingle ; are all to be aſcribed 
to this cauſe. God is not acknowledged, yea, in 
ſome places, he has been formally diſowned and 
renounced. Therefore men are left to themſelves, 
their furious paſſions are unchained, and they are 


given up, without reſtraint, to the way of their 


own hearts. A more dreadful judgment than this, 
cannot be inflicted on this ſide of hell. 


And though we are ſtill favoured with peace at 
home, the dreadful ſtorm is at no great diſtance ; 


it ſeems moving our way, and we have reaſon to 
fear it may burſt upon us. But I would be thank- 


ful for the appointment of this day ; for I ſhould 


* Ezekiel paſſim. 


think 


L-7-3 
think the proſpe& dark indeed, if I did not rely 
on the Lord's gracious attention to the united 
prayers of thoſe who fear and truſt him; and who 
know it is equally eaſy to him, either to ſave, or 
to deſtroy, by many or by * few. Our fleets and 
armies may be well appointed, and well com- 
manded ; but without his bleſſing upon our coun- 
cils and enterprizes, they will be unable to defend 
us. He can take wiſdom from the wiſe, and 
courage from the bold, in the moment when they 
are moſt needful. He can diſable our forces by 
ſickneſs or diſſenſion. And by his mighty wind, 
he can daſh our ſhips to pieces againſt the rocks, 
againſt each other, or ſink them as lead in the 
mighty waters. Who is he that 4 ſaith, and it 
cometh to paſs, if the Lord commandeth not ? 

Our Lord and Saviour, when ſpeaking of the 
eighteen upon whom the tower of Siloam fell and 
flew them, faid to the Jews, Think ye that theſe men 
were ſinners, above all that dwelt.in Jeruſalem, be- 
cauſe they ſuffered ſuch things? I tell you F, Nay, 
but except ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. 
May the application of theſe words fink deeply 
into our hearts! It will not become us to ſay, 
either to God or man, that we have indeed ſinned, 
but there are greater ſinners than ourſelves. It is 
true the French Convention, and many others who 
are infatuated by the ſame ſpirit, have exceeded 
the ordinary ſtandard of human impiety and cruelty. 
But I hope there are multitudes in that nation, 
who though they are overawed by their oppreſſors, 
and dare not ſpeak their ſentiments, yet are mourn- 
ing in ſecreſy and ſilence for the abominations, 
which they cannot prevent. But the French have 
not ſinned againſt ſuch advantages as we poſſeſs. 


1 Sam. xiv. 6. + Lam. ui. 37. 3 Luke xiii. 4. 
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They were long the ſlaves of arbitrary power, and 


the dupes of ſuperſtition; and of late they have 


been the dupes of madmen aſſuming the name of 


philoſophers. We, on the contrary, were born 
and educated in a land, diſtinguiſhed from all the 
nations of the earth, by the eminent degree in 
which we enjoy civil and religious liberty, and the 
light of goſpel truth. Theſe privileges exceedingly 


aggravate our ſins; and no juſt compariſon, in 


this reſpect, can be formed between us, and other 
nations, until we can find a people, who have 
been equally favoured, and for an equal ſpace of 
time, by the providence of God, and have like- 


wiſe equalled us, in diſobedience and ingratitude. 


The moſt dreadful enormities committed in 
France, are no more than ſpecimens of what hu- 
man depravity is capable, when circumſtances ad- 
mit of its full exertion, and when the uſual boun- 
daries and reſtrictions, neceſſary to the peace and 
welfare of civil ſociety, are judicially removed. 
The influence of daring infidelity and profligate 
example, aided by the peculiar ſtate of their public 
affairs, have broken, in many inſtances, the ſtrongeſt 
ties of ſocial and relative life, and extinguiſhed the 
common feelings of humanity. 

Yet the unhappy French,. though. our inveterate 
enemies, are not the proper objects of our hatred, 
or our ſcorn ; but rather of our pity. They know 
not what they do. Let us pray for them. Who 


can tell, but God, to whom all things are poſſible, 
and whoſe mercies are higher than the heavens, 


may give them alſo repentance? And let us pray 
for ourſelves, that we may be inſtructed and warned. 
by their hiſtory; for by nature, we are no better 

than they. | 
F. Butit is time to attend more immediately to our 
own concerns. The profeſſed purpoſe of our meet- 
0 ing 


5 


3 


ing to-day, is to humble ourſelves before Almighty 
God, and to fend up our. prayers and ſupplications 
to the Divine Majeſty, for obtaining pardon of our 
fins, and for averting thoſe heavy judgments which 
our manifold provocations have moſt juſtly de- 
ſerved; and imploring his bleſſing and aſſiſtance on 
the arms of his Majeſty by ſea and land, and for 
reſtoring and perpetuating peace, ſafety, and pro- 
ſperity to himſelf, and to his kingdoms . I hope 
theſe expreſſions accord with the language and de- 
fire of our hearts. 

And now—oh ! for a glance of what Iſaiah faw, 
and has deſcribed F! Oh! that we, by the power 


of that faith which is the evidence of things unſeen, 


could behold the glory of the Lord filling this 
houſe; that we could realize the preſence, and 
the attitude of his attendant angels! They cover 
their faces, and their feet with their wings, as over- 
powered by the beams of his majeſty, and con- 
ſcious, if not of defilement like us, yet of unavoid- 
able inability as creatures, to render him the whole 
of that praiſe and homage, which are juſtly dus 
to him. Oh, that by faith, we could enter ins 
the ſpirit of their aſcription, Holy, holy, holy, is 
the Lord of hoſts, the whole earth is filled with 
his glory! If we were all thus affected, as the 
prophet was, ſurely, each one for himſelf would 
adopt the prophet's language. Or if a comfortable 
hope in the goſpel prevented us from crying out, 
Wo is me, I am undone We ſhould at leaſt fay 
(the Hebrew word might be fo rendered) I am 
filenced, I am ſtruck dumb! I am overwhelmed 
with confuſion and ſhame; for I am a man of un- 
clean lips myſelf, and I dwell in the midſt of a peo- 


'* Title page of the appointed form of Prayer. 
+ Ia. vi. 
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ple of unclean lips, for mine eyes have ſeen the 
king, the Lord of hoſts. 

If we have a degree of this impreſſion, we ſhall 
not be at leiſure to perplex ourſelves concerning 
men or meaſures, the ſecond cauſes, or immediate 
inſtruments of our calamities. The evil of fin, 
contraſted with the holineſs, and glory of God, will 
engroſs our thoughts. And we ſhall aſcribe all 
the troubles we either feel or fear, to our own fins, 
and the fins of thoſe among whom we dwell. 

1. Let us firſt, look at home, I am a man of un- 


clean lips. I am a ſinner. This confeſſion ſuits 


us all; and is readily made by all who know them- 
ſelves. A perſon approaching London from the 
neighbouring hills, uſually fees it obſcured by a 
cloud of ſmoke. This cloud is the aggregate of 
the ſmoke, to which every houſe furniſhes its re- 
ſpective quota, It is no unfit emblem of the ſin, 
and the miſery, which abound in this great metro- 
polis. The Lord ſaid of the Amorites, at a cer- 
tain period, Their iniquity is not“ yet full: I hope 
the meaſure of our iniquity is not yet full; but it 
is filling every day, and we are all daily contri- 


buting to fill it. True believers, though by grace 


delivered from the reigning power F of fin, are 
{full finners. In many things we offend all in 
thought, word, and deed. We are now called upon 
to humble ourſelves before God, for the fins of our 


. Ignorance, and for the more aggravated fins we 
have committed ag 


gainſt light, and experience for 
thoſe perſonal ſins, the record of which is onl 
known to God and our conſciences—for the de- 


fects and defilements of our beſt ſervices—for our 
great and manifold failures in the diſcharge of our 


relative duties, as parents, children, . huſbands, 


* Gen. xv, 16. 


t Rom. vi. 14. 
Wives, 


| ( 

wives, maſters. or ſervants, and as members of the 

community. Our dulneſs in the ways of God, our 
alertneſs in the purſuit of our own will and way 
our indifference to what concerns his glory, com- 
pared with the quickneſs of our apprehenſions, 
when our own temporal intereſts are affected; are 
ſo many proofs of our ingratitude and depravity. 

The fins of the Lord's own people are ſo many, 
and ſo heightened by the conſideration of his known 
goodneſs, that if he was to enter into Judgment 
with them only, they could offer no other plea than 
that which he' has mercifully provided for them; if 
thou, Lord, ſhouldft mark iniquity *, O Lord, who 
could ftand ? but there is forgiveneſs with thee, that 
. mayſt be feared. 

It is eaſy to declaim againſt the wickedneſs of 
hs times. But only they who are duly affected 
with the multitude and magnitude of their own 
ſins, can be competent judges of what the pro- 
phet meant, or felt, when he ſaid, I dwell in the 
midſt of a people of unclean lips. We ought to be 
no leſs concerned (though in a different manner) 
for the ſins of thoſe among whom we dwell, than 
for our own. We Hall be ſo, if with the eyes of 
our mind we behold the King, the Lord of hoſts. 
Becauſe his glory, which ſhould be the deareſt ob- 
ject to our hearts, is diſhonoured by them. 

I think, this nation may be conſidered as the 
Iſrael of the New Teſtament ; both with reſpect of 
his goodneſs to us, and our perverſe returns to 
him. He has been pleaſed to ſelect us, as a pecu- 
har people, and to ſhew amongſt us, ſuch inſtances 


of his protection, his favour, his grace, and his 


patience, as cannot be paralleled in the annals of any 
other nation. 
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We have no certain account when the name of 
Jeſus the Saviour, was firſt known in this iſland; 
it was probably at an early period of the Chriſtian 
æra. But we do know, that after the long dark 
night of ſuperſtition and ignorance, which covered 
Chriſtendom for many ages; the dawn of return- 
ing goſpel light, was firſt ſeen among. ſt us. From 
the time of Wickliff, tl. e morning- ſtar of the Re- 
formation, the true goſpel has been known, 
preached, received, and perpetuated to this day. 
There have been times, when they who loved this 
goſpel, have ſuffered for it. They were preſerved 
faithful, in defiance of ſtripes, fines, umpriſonment, 
and death itſelf. But thoſe times are paſt. We 
enjoy not only light, but liberty, and the rights of 
conſcience and private judgment, in a degree, till of 
late, unknown. 

We have likewiſe been long favoured with peace, 
though often principals in wars, which have been 
very calamitous, both to our enemies, and to the 
nations which have taken part in our affairs. Our 
inteſtine broils at different times, have contributed 
to form and eſtabliſh our preſent happy conſtitu- 
tion. We breathe the air of civil liberty. Our in- 


ſular ſituation, and nai d force, by the bleſſing of 


God, have preſerved us from foreign invaſions ; and 
when ſuch have been attempted, the winds and 
ſeas have often fought our battles. Our wide 
ſpreading and fiouriſning commerce, has raiſed us 
to a pitch of opulence, which excites the admira- 
tion and envy of other nations. Great Britain and 
Ireland appear but as ſmall ſpots upon a globe or 
map, but our intereſts and influence, extend, in 
every direction, to the uttermoſt parts of the earth. 
Will not the Lord's words to Iſrael, apply with 
equal propriety to us? What could have been 
done to my vineyard, that I have not done? 
| Wheretore 
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Wherefore * when I looked for grapes, brought i it 
forth wild grapes? 

How is the bleſſed goſpel improved among us? 
This would be a heavy day to me, if I did not 
believe, and know, that there are thoſe among our 
yarious denominations, who prize and adorn it. 
If theſe could be all aſſembled in one place, I hope 
they would be found a very conſiderable number: 
and for their ſakes, and in anſwer to their prayers, 
I humbly truſt that mercy will ſtill be afforded to 
us. But compared with the multitudes who re- 
ject, deſpiſe or diſhonour it, I fear they are very 
few. Too. many hate it with a bitter hatred, and 
exert all their influence to oppoſe and ſuppreſs it. 
The great doctrines of the Reformation are treated 
with contempt; and both they who preach and they 
who eſpouſe them, are conſidered as viſionaries or 
hypocrites, knaves or fools. The goſpel of God 
is ſhunned as a peſtilence, or complained of as a 
burden, almoſt wherever it is known. 

Wiſdom 1s indeed juſtified by all her en 7. 
The goſpel is the power of God to the ſalvation 
of them that believe. It recalls them from error, 
from wickedneſs, and from miſery, guides their feet 
into the ways of peace, and teaches them to live ſo- 
berly, righteouſly, and godly in ꝗ the world. But in 
the number of thoſe who profeſs to receive it, there 
are too many, who confirm and increaſe the pre- 
judices of thoſe who ſpeak againſt what they knew 
not. Alas! what extravagant opinions, what fierce 
diſſenſions, what looſe converſation, what open, 
offences, may be found amongſt many who would 
be thought profeſſors of that goſpel which only 
breathes the ſpirit of holineſs, love, and peace 


* 1 v. 4. | + Luke vii. 35. Rom. i. 16. 
£ Titus ji. 12, 
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What then. muſt be the ſtate of - thoſe who- 
avowedly live without God in the world? I need 
not enlarge upon this painful. ſubject, which forces 
itſelf upon the mind, it we only walk the ſtreets, 
or look into the newſpapers. It is not neceſſary 
to inform my hcarers, that infidelity, licentiouſneſs, 
perjury, profaneneſs, the neglect and contempt of 
God's ſabbaths and worſhip, abound. The laws 
of God, and the laws of the land, ſo far as their 
object is to enforce the obſervance of his com- 
mands, are openly and cuſtomarily violated, in 
every rank of life. In a day, when the Lord of 
hoſts calls to weeping * and mourning ; thoughtleſs 
ſecurity, diſſipation and riot, are the characteriſtics 
of our national ſpirit. The loſs of public ſpirit, and 
that impatience of ſubordination, ſo generally ob- 
ſervable, ſo widely diffuſed, which are the conſe- 
Juences of our fins againſt God; are, in them- 
fives, moral cauſes ſufficient to ruin the nation, 
unleſs his mercy interpoſes in our behalf. | 

I ſhould be inexcuſable, conſidering the ſhare I 
have. formerly had in that unhappy buſineſs, if 
upon this occaſion, I ſhould omit to mention, the 
African ſlave trade. I do not rank this amongſt 
our national fins; becauſe I hope and believe, a 
very great majority of the nation, earneſtly long for 
its ſuppreſſion. But, hitherto, petty and partial 
intereſts, prevail againſt the voice of juſtice, hu- 
manity, and truth. This enormity, however, is not 
ſufficiently laid to heart. If you are juſtly ſhocked 
by what you hear of the cruelties practiſed in 
France; you would perhaps be ſhocked much 
more, if you could fully conceive of the evils and 


miſeries, inſeparable from this traffic; which 1 ap- 
prehend, not from hearfay, but from my own ob- 


Ha. 13. 


ſervation, 
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ſervation, are equal in atrocity, and perhaps ſuperior 
in number, in the courſe of a ſingle year, to any 
or all the worſt actions which have been known in 
France, ſince the commencement of their revolu- 
tion. There is a cry of blood againſt us; a cry ac- 
cumulated by the acceſſion of freſh victims, of 
thouſands, of ſcores of thouſands, I had almoſt 
ſaid of hundreds of thouſands, from year to year. 

It is but a brief and faint outline I have at- 
tempted to give of the preſent ſtate of this nation, 
in the ſight of Almighty God, and of the ſins for 
which we are this day aſſembled to humble ourſelves 
before him ! 

II. Have we not 8 cauſe to ſay, with the 
Ninevites, who can tell? —lIs it not a peradven- 
ture? Is there more than a poſſibility, that we may 
yet obtain mercy ? 

If our fins are no leſs numerous, no leſs of a 
ſcarlet dye, than thoſe of other nations; and ex- 
ceedingly aggravated beyond theirs, by being com- 
mitted againſt clearer light, and the diſtinguiſhed 
advantages we have long enjoyed. If we have not 
only tranſgreſſed the laws of God in common with 
others, but daringly trampled upon the gracious 
tenders of his forgiveneſs, which he has long con- 
tinued to propoſe to us, with a frequency and 
energy almoſt peculiar to ourſelves. If all the 
day long he has ſtretched out * his hands to a diſ- 
obedient and gainſaying people—and, hitherto, al- 
molt in vain.— If neither the tokens of his diſplea- 
ſure nor the declarations of his love, have made a 
ſuitable impreſſion upon our minds, who can tell 
if he will yet be intreated? May we not fear, leſt. 
he ſhould fay, My Spirit ſhall ſtrive with them no 
more. They are joined to their idols, let them 


® Rom, x. 21. 
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alone x. When you ſpread forth your hands, I will 


hide my face from you, when you make many 


prayers, I will not hear ! 5 8 

Where are now the mighty empires, which were 
once thought rooted and eſtabliſhed as the ever- 
Jaſting mountains? They have diſappeared like 


the miſts upon the mountain tops. Nothing of 


them remains but their names. They periſhed, 
and their F memorials have almoſt periſned with 
them. The patience of God bore with them for a 
time, and until the purpoſes, for which he raiſed 
them up, were anſwered ;” but when the meaſure of 
their iniquity was full, they paſſed away, and were 
diſperſed, hke foam upon the waters. What ſe- 
curity have we from ſuch a cataſtrophe? Or 
what could we anſwer, if God ſhould put that queſ- 
tion to us, Shall not I viſit for theſe things Þ ? 
Shall not my ſoul be avenged on ſuch a nation as 
this? | | 
Where are now the churches which once flou- 
riſhed in Greece, and in the Leſſer Aſia? When 
the Apoſtle Paul wrote to the former, and when 
our Lord indited his epiſtles to the latter, moſt of 
them were in a proſperous ſtate. If there ever was 
a time when the commendations given to them, 
were applicable to profeſſors of the goſpel in our 


land, I fear, we can hardly claim them at preſent, 


Can it be juſtly faid of us, that our faith and love 
are every where ſpoken of 8, and that we are ex- 
amples to all that believe? That our works, and 
ſervice, and faith, and patience, are known, and the 


laſt to be more than the firſt? Or rather, may it 


not be ſaid of too many, that while they profeſs to 
believe in God, in works they deny Him | ?—That 


* Hoſea iv. 17. Iſa, i. 15 + Pf. ix. 6. + Jer. v. 9+ 
$ Rom. i. 8. 1 Theff, i. 7. Rev. ii. 19, | Titus i. 16. 
Rev. iii. 1. 15. Rev. ii. 4. | | 
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En 
they are neither hot nor cold That they have a 
name to live and are dead That they have, at 
leaſt, forgotten their firſt love? When theſe de- 
fects and declenſions began to prevail in the firſt 
churches, the Lord admoniſhed and warned them, 
but inſtead of watching and repenting, they gra- 
dually became more remiſs. At length their glory 
departed, and their candleſticks were removed out 
of their places. Many regions which once rejoiced 
in the light of the goſpel, have been long over- 
ſpread with Mahomeddan darkneſs; and the in- 
habitants are wretched, ignorant ſlaves. 

Let us not truſt in outward privileges, nor reſt in 
a form of godlineſs deſtitute of the power. It will 
be in vain to ſay, The temple of the Lord “, the 
temple of the Lord are we, if the Lord of the 
temple ſhould depart from us. When the Iſraelites 
were afraid of the Philiſtines, they carried the ark 
of the Lord with them to battle. But God diſ- 

; appointed their vain confidence. He delivered 
the f ark of his glory, into the hands of their ene- 
mies ; to teach them, and to teach us, that formal 
hypocritical worſhippers, have no good ground to 
hope for his protection. 

Alas! then, who can tell ?—Appearances are 
very dark at preſent. Beſides what we may ex- 
pect or fear from the rage and madneſs of our fo- 
reign enemies; we have much to apprehend at 
home. A ſpirit of diſcord has gone forth. Jeſhu- 
run has waxed fat T, and kicked. Many Britons 
ſeem weary of liberty, peace, and order. Our 
happy conſtitution, our mild government, our many 
privileges, admired by other nations, are deſpiſed 
and depreciated amongſt ourſelves. And that not 
only by the thoughtleſs and licentious, by thoſe 


fer. vii. 4. + 1 Sam. iv. 5. 11. 1 Deut. xxxin. 15. 
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who having little to loſe, may promiſe themſelves 
a poſſibility of gain, in a time of diſturbance and 
confuſion ; but they are abetted, and inſtigated, by 
perſons of ſenſe, character, and even of religion. I 
ſhould be quite at a loſs to account for this, if I 
did not conſider it, as a token of the Lord's diſ- 
pleaſure. When he withdraws his bleſſing, no union 
can long ſubſiſt. 

« Becauſe thou ſervedſt not the Lord thy God, 
« with joyfulneſs, and with gladneſs of heart, for 
ce the abundance of all things“; therefore ſhalt 
thou ſerve thine enemies, whom the Lord ſhall 
te {end againſt thee, in hunger and in thirſt and in 
«© nakednefs, and in the want of all things.” Theſe. 
words of Moſes to rebellious Iſrael, emphatically de- 
ſcribe the former and the preſent ſtate of many of 
the French nation, who have been deſpoiled, inſulted, 
and glad if they could eſcape (great numbers could 
not ſo eſcape) with the loſs of their all, and at the 
peril of their lives, to a more hoſpitable ſhore. 
May their ſufferings remind us of our deſerts! Who 
can tell if the Lord may yet be merciful unto us, 
and exempt us from ſimilar calamities ! 

III. But though we have much cauſe to mourn for 
our fins, and humbly to deprecate deſerved judg- 
ments; let us not deſpond. The Lord our God 
is a merciful God! Who can tell but he may 
repent, and turn from the fierceneſs of his anger, 
that we periſh not. If the profeſſed buſineſs of 
this day, be not confined to a day, but, if by his 
bleſſing, it may produce repentance not to be re- 
pented of, then J am warranted to tell you, from 
his word, that there 1s yet hope. You that tremble 


for the ark, for the cauſe of God, whoſe eyes affect 
Ip 


Deut. xxviii. 47, 48. 


your 
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your hearts, who grieve for ſin, and for the 
miſeries which fin has multiphed upon the earth; 
take courage. Let the hearts of the wicked ſhake, 
like the leaves of the * trees when agitated by a 
ſtorm; but be not you like them. The Lord 
God is your refuge and ſtrength 4, your reſting 
place, and your hiding place; under the ſhadow of 
his wings you ſhall be "ſafe. 

1. He who loved you, and died for your fins, is 
the Lord of glory. All power in heaven, and in 
earth I is committed unto him. The Lord reigneth 
let the earth be never ſo unquiet. All creatures 
are inſtruments of his will. The wrath of man, 
ſo far as it is permitted to act, ſhall praiſe him, 
ſhall be made ſubſervient to the accompliſhment 
of his great deſigns; and the remainder of that 
wrath, all their projected violence, which does not 
coincide with his wiſe and comprehenſive plan, he 
will reſtrain. In vain they rage and fret, and 
threaten. They act under a ſecret commiſſion, and 
can do no more than he permits them. If the 
attempt it, he has a hook and a bridle in their 
mouths d. When the enemies would come in like 
a flood, he can lift up a ftandard againſt them. 
As he has ſet bounds and bars to, the tempeſtuous 
fea, beyond which it cannot paſs, ſaying, Hitherto 
ſhalt thou come and no farthey, and here ſhall 
thy proud waves be ſtayed; ſo, with equal eaſe, 
he can ſtill the madneſs of the people. 

You do well to mourn for the fins and miſeries 
of thoſe who know him not. But if you make Him 
your fear and your dread, He | will be a ſanctuary 


* Iſa. vii. 2. + Pf. xlvi. 1,—xc, 1.—cxix, 114. 

+ Matt xxvili. 18. Pf. xcix. 1. Pf. Ixxvi. 10. 

$ 2 Kings xix. 28. IIa. lix. 19. Job xxxviii. 10, 11. Pf, 
Izv. 7. | Iſa, viii. 13, 14. Pſ. xlvi. 2. 
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to you, and keep your hearts in peace, though the 
earth be removed, and the mountains caſt into the 
midſt of the ſea. | 

2. Your part and mine, 1s to watch and pray. 
Let us pray for ourſelves, that we may be found 
waiting *, with our loins girded up, and our lamps 
burning, that we may be prepared to meet his 
will in every event. Let us pray for the peace of 
Jeruſalem, for his church, which is dear to him, 
as the pupil of his eye, for the ſpread of his goſpel, 
and the extenſion of his kingdom, till his great 
name be known and adored fiom the riſing to the 
ſetting of the ſun , and the whole earth thall be 
filled with his glory. Many ſplencid prophecies 
are yet unfulfilled; and he is now bringing for- 
ward their accompliſhment. Light wal undoubt- 
edly ariſe out of this darkneſs. Let us earneſtly 
pray for a bleſſing from on high, upon our be- . 


loved king, and his family, upon the counſels of 


government, and parliament, and upon all ſubordi- 
nate authority in church and ſtate that we may 
lead quiet and peaceable lives in all godlineſs and 
honeſty, that religion and good order may be eſta- 
bliihed, and iniquity be put to ſhame and ſilence . 
Thus we may hope to be ſecured, by the ſure, 
though ſecret, mark of divine protection. The 
Lord will be our ſhield, though many ſhould ſuffer 
or fall around us. The very hairs of our heads 
are numbered. Or if for the manifeſtation of our 
faith, and the power of his grace, He ſhould per- 
mit us to ſhare in common calamities, we may 
rely upon Him to afford us ſtrength according to 
our day. He is always near to his people, a very 


Mark xiv: 35,—xiv. 38. . 
| Ezek. ix. 4. Matt. x. 30. Deut. xxxiii. 25. 2 Cor. i. 5. 
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preſent help in the time of trouble; and He can 
make the ſeaſon of their greateſt tribulations, the 
ſeaſon of their ſweeteſt conſolations. 

3. And let us pray in faith. Let us remember 
what great things the Lord has done in anſwer to 
prayer. When ſin had given Sennacherib rapid 
ſucceſs in his invaſion of Judah, he did not know 
that he was no more than an ax, or a ſaw, in the 
hand of God *. He aſcribed his victories to his 
oven proweſs, and thought himſelf equally ſure of 
Jeruſalem. But Hezekiah defeated him upon his 
knees. He ſpread his blaſphemous letter before the 
Lord in the temple, and prayed; and the Aſſyrian 
army melted away like ſnow. - When Peter was 
ſhut up, and chained in priſon, the chains fell from 
his hands, the locks and bolts gave way, and the 
iron gate opened, while the church was united in 
earneſt prayer, for his deliverance F. | 

And as we have heard, ſo have we ſeen, God 
has ſignally anſwered the prayers of his people, in 
our own time. Much prayer, both public and 
private, was offered for our beloved King, during 
his late illneſs; and how wonderful, how ſudden, 
how ſealonable was his recovery! Surely this was 
the finger of God! When he thus removed our 
apprehenſions, we were like them that dream T1 

[ believe prayer was no leſs efficacious, towards 
the end of the year 1792. I know many people 

treated the idea of danger at that time, as chimeri- 
cal, becauſe the Lord was pleaſed to avert it. 
But, I hope we have not quite forgotten the lan- 
guage we heard, and the perſons we daily met with 
1n the ſtreet, the, many daring cabals which were held 


* Ta. x. 15. Iſa. xxxvii. 14—36, + Acts xii. 5—13- 
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in this city, and the threatenings which were written 
in large characters, upon the walls of our houſes, 
at almoſt every corner. But the hearts of men, 
were turned like the tide, in the critical moment. 
Then I think the interpoſition of the Lord was evi- 
dent! Then we had a repeated proof that he hears 
and anſwers prayer! 

The preſent likewiſe is a very important criſis. 
All that is dear to us, as men, as Britons, as Chriſ- 
tians, is threatened. Our enemies are inveterate, 
and enraged. Our fins teſtiſy againſt us. But if 
we humble ourſelves before God, forſake our fins, 
and unite in ſupplications for mercy, who can tell, 
but he may be intreated to give us that help, which 
it would be in vain to expect from man? Yea, 
we have encourageinent to hope, that he will be for 
us *, and then none can prevail againſt us. But 
without his bleſſing, our moſt powerful efforts, and 
beſt concerted undertakings, cannot ſucceed. 

You, who have acceſs to the throne of grace, 
whoſe hearts are concerned for the glory of God, 
and who lament, not only the temporal calamities 
attendant upon war, but the many thouſands of 
ſouls, who are yearly precipitated by it, into an 
eternal, unchangeable ſtare—Y ou, I truſt, will ſhew 
yourſelves trne friends to your country, by bearing 
your teſtimony, and exerting your influence againſt 
ſin, the procuring cauſe of all our ſorrows; and 
by ſtanding in the breach, and pleading with God 
tor mercy, in behalt of yourſelves, and of the na- 
tion. If ten perſons, thus diſpoſed, had been found 
even in Sodom f, it would have eſcaped deſtruc- 
tion. | 

IV. There may be ſome perſons in this aſſembly, 
who are little concerned for their own ſins, and 


* Rom, viii. 31. + Gen. Xviii. 32. 
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are, of courſe, incapable of taking a proper part 
in the ſervice of the day. Vet am glad that you 
are here; I pity you, 1 warn you. It you ſhould 
live to ſee a time of public diſtreſs, what will you 
do? To whom will you look, or whither will you 
flee for help? All that is dear to you may be torn 
from you, or you from it.—Or if it pleaſe God to 
prolong our tranquillity, you are Jiable to man 

heavy calamities in private life. And if you ſhould 
be exempted from theſe, death is inevitable, and 
may be near. My heart wiſhes you the poſſeſſion 
of thoſe principles, which would ſupport you in 
all the changes of lite, and make your dying pillow 
comfortable. Are you unwilling to be happy ? 
Or can you be happy too ſoon? Many perſons 


are now looking upon you, who once Were as you 


are now. And I doubt not, they are praying that 
you may be, as they now are. Try to pray for 
yourſelf; our God is aſſuredly in the midſt of us. 
His gracious ear is attentive to every ſupplicant. 
Seek him while he is to be found. - Jeſus died 
for ſinners, and he has ſaid, Him that cometh to 
me, I will i» no wiſe caſt out*. He is likewiſe 
the author of that faith, by which alone, . you can 


come rightly to him. If you aſk it of him, He 


will give it you; if you ſeek it, in the means of his 
appointment, you ſhall aſſuredly find. If you re- 
fuſe this, there remaineth no other ſacrifice for ſin. 
If you are not faved, by faith in his blood, you are 
loſt for ever. Oh! kiſs the Son, leſt he be 
angry, and you perith from the way, if his wrath be 
kindled, yea but a little. Bleſſed are all they that 
put their truſt in Him! 


* John vi. 37. Matt. vii. 7. + Heb. x. 2, Ff. ita; 
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